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herself as possessing a high degree of femininity. This was not the
case. In her childhood, as she battled to win companionship and
recognition everywhere her parents went, Jan learned to be aggres-
sive, which is not usually considered a feminine attribute.
In fact, Jan was afraid to be a woman. In childhood she had
sympathized with her mother's humiliations. But she had only to
observe her mother's position in the family to decide subconsciously
that being a woman did not pay. The origin of her vehement dis-
like of housework and cooking was dear. Such tasks reminded Jan
too painfully of her mother and of their common femininity, against
which she was in futile but acute revolt.
Without being aware of it, Jan envied men. Unknowingly, she
modeled herself upon a specific man—her father. In her childish
memories her father had always loomed as the dominant figure.
She had been wounded and alienated by his philandering, but she
was fascinated by him, too. In her restless teens, as she turned
from one admirer to the next, she was reflecting the shallow emo-
tions and the instability of her father. When she turned to Michael
and responded to the thrill of the forbidden, she once again re-
peated her father's patterns of feeling and acting.
Jan arrived at self-knowledge without undue difficulty. In six-
weeks' time she perceived the folly of her subconscious wish to be
male and to follow in her father's footsteps. She then was ready to
admit that she had committed her vanity—and not her heart—to
Michael.
After Jan acquired insight and the ability to interpret her own
feelings, she became able to view Michael impersonally. She
stopped hiding from facts. Michael's whole record showed that he
was a far weaker man than Hoyt, a poor marital risk for any woman,
a dangerous companion for any girl with a head on her shoulders.
Jan's infatuation had been swiftly born and died with equal swift-
ness. Significantly, Michael did not protest when she bade him a
permanent good-by.
Her reconciliation with Hoyt was not spoiled by recriminations
and bitterness. On the contrary, Hoyt proved he could be a strong

